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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Now | Am Worried

While wondering how much value we place on local history, | began to question how much local history is
conveyed to our children. Living in Pintlala is a dream come true. Hunting, fishing, sports, friends, family, a
public school, a public library, businesses which serve the public, the volunteer fire department, and
churches. The community is replete with opportunities for our lives to be enriched.

The Pintlala Historical Association meets quarterly. It has proven to be an extremely well attended event

which puts us in touch with our local history and with each other. In Pintlala the ground oozes with histori-
cal significance.

However, | am concerned about children learning what schools may not teach: our own local history. You
may have an idea on how to approach this objective of educating ourselves and our children too...for the
sake of forthcoming generations.

“Those who tell the stories rule society.” Plato

Gary Burton, President

garyburton1@charter.net

Welcome to New Members!

Wallace Hornady, Woodberry Forest, Virginia

IN MEMORIAM

Deborah Ann Dunn, Montgomery, AL

Brock Parker, Montgomery, AL Dr. R. Meade Guy, 1927-2023

!

!

!

| Steve Wynn, Hope Hull, AL
!

[

Program for July 2023

Pintlala Historical Association will meet on Sunday, July 16, 2023
at 2:30 in the Fellowship Hall of Pintlala Baptist Church. Our
speaker will be Sehoy Thrower from the Poarch Creek community
near Atmore, Alabama. She grew up in a family that cherished tra-
ditional plant knowledge and Creek history. Sehoy Thrower ob-
tained a B. S. degree in Environmental Science from Georgia
State University. She has experience with regenerative agriculture.
She works for the Environmental Department of the Poarch Tribe
and does work related to water quality monitoring and ecological
protection. She serves on the Board of Directors for the Alabama
Sustainable Agriculture Network. She has a personal interest in
the Pintlala community through her connections to Sam Manac.

Sehoy Thrower
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HISTORY OF THE TANKERSLEY ROSENWALD SCHOOL
WRITTEN BY ITS FIRST PRINCIPAL JACOB W. WILLIAMS

(Reprinted for Pintlala Historical Association in July 2023)
Introduction to Reprint of Jacob W. Williams History of Tankersley School by Alice T. Carter

This introduction is to reinforce the fact that the Julius Rosenwald/Booker T. Washington trip to Montgom-
ery County, Alabama on February 15, 1921 was made prior to the construction of the Tankersley/
Rosenwald School located on what is the Hope Hull Mail Route in 2023. Local citizens would consider it
located in-between the Fleta and Pintlala communities. Tankersley School was not open for students until
the 1922-23 school term as stated by Jacob W. Williams on page 3 of his reprinted history. Thus Tankers-
ley School was not on the impressive Rosenwald-Washington tour. Schools that obtained some funding
from the Rosenwald matching funds plan and were included on the tour were: Big Zion, Guys (or Daven-
port), Little Zion and Madison Park.

Please see the April 2023 issue of the PHA Newsletter for images of these schools. It is my understand-
ing that Auburn University has obtained grant money to be used to repair and preserve the Tankersley/
Rosenwald School. When this project will be initiated is unknown. My hope is that the work will not be car-
ried out before saving the school is too late.
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TANKERSLEY ROSEMWALD SCHOOL
HISTCRY

The history of Tankersley Rosenwald Schocl as given by Mr. Jaceb
W, Williams its first wund only principal who served in the comminity
for twenty-six (26) years and as principal ef the school for twenty-one

{21) years,

Coming to Montgemery Gounty in Octeber 1917 (serving the scholastis
year of 1917-1918) from Lowndes County under the leadership of Mr, W, F.
Feagine as Superintendent and Mr, H, R, Williamson as Assistant Superine
tendent, (Mr, Willlamson served 1 year) then cane Mr, Ti L: Head aa Assls-
tant, Following ¥r, Feagins was Mr, Harmon as Superintendent. Mr, Harmon
and Mr, Head worked topgether f:.::r saveral years until Mr. Hamon laft for
other services in Montevallo, Alabama, Mr, W. R, Harrison succeeded Mr,
Harmon and then our present Superintendent Dr. C. M, Dannelly succesded
Mr. Harmon, After one year Mr. T. L., Head became our Assistant Supearin-
tendant . |

The folleowing term I had another Assistant teacher given to me, gilving
meé two assistant teachers., However my second assistant was not furnished
by the county. GShe was given by the Lutheran religious denominatidn undsr
the leadership of Superintendent Richardson of the lutheran Schools in
Montgomery, Alabama. We contirmed to hawe school in the old Pythian Hall
for five (5) years.

During these first fiwe years (5) the first Negro commanity trustees
Hoard was organized, namely: Mr, Frank S8upples, Chaimman, Luke Andsrson,
John E-m]:l:.r,.. Edd Dsan, Simon Johnson, Arbimr Erown and John Oscar Foole,

=1l=
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I was successful in glving them tha idea of the necessity of a !
school bullding in the comminity to accommodate cur boys and girls, The
Hall was toe conjested. We didn't have encugh room. We then declded te
Taise some money and try to buy us some land and build us a school, Being
encouraged by Mr, Feagin to try to meet the demands of the Hosenwalds fund
comiittes and we could get some help with cur plans, We wers very amcious
and determined to have a building, The first year we started teo work for
the building, Superintendent Feagine had us to buy five aseres of land and
deed it to the county. This was our first step towards sur goal and our
goal was & achool tuilding, The five (5) acres of lend was bought from
Dr, William Tarnkersley.(Who at time was a member of the Montgomery County
Board of Education.)

Entering our next year of work the war of 1918 intervened. M, Feagin
called our Negro trustess Board into a meeting and told us that the Eovern-
ment was not allewlng any new school buildings te bs btuilt, This did not
stop us., We were determined as ws were to begin with, We contimued to
work and raise funds., We deposited our money in the First National Banlk
in Montgomery, Alabama until we could get started on the tuilding,

At the close of the war, Superintendant Feagins called another meating
telling us our new requirements. The new regulrement was instead of th e
five (5) atres we had already purchased, we had to have ten more acres in
order to have the needed fifteen (15) acres, This elther did not discourage
us, We set cut as determined as we had besmiin the beginning., We were |
willing to work and sacrificejour gpoal was the bailding and nothding else
matterad,

We were miccessful in getting the other ten (10) acres of land adjoining
the other five (5) acres also from Dr. William Tankersley,

--E L}
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During this time we had worked wvery successfully undsr Mr. Feagin
&8 Superintendent and two Supervisors; namely Mre. Iula Thomas and Mrs. *
Mary Garner. At this particular time Mr, Feagins left us and Mr, A. F,

Harmon became his suocessor. 4#Alse anbther Supervisor in the person of
Miss Lillisn Dabney, who worked wery hard with us.

When we bought our land wa bought ten of thoss acres in timber. When
the time cama to start to work on our opilding, the falthful trustess went
into our woods and cut down trees carried them to the saw mill in their
wagons and brought back the timber for the foundation of cur building, Mo
one was too busy to do his part, Ewveryone wented to do something,

Our first term in the new milding wes the term 1922-23. The teachers
for this term were, Mrs. Annie Mary Williams, Annya Mas Brayboy and myself,
In the Spring of 15'2_3, we dedicated cur school., It bears tha pame of
Tarkersley Rosenwald after Dr, Willlam Tarkerslsy the man who s0ld us the
land.

When we came in our new Muilding, the county saw the necessity of two
apsistant teachers inatesd of one. This made our faculty mumber four (1)
ineluding the cne furnished by the Lotherans, which they did fer sewaral
years, '

Mr. Harmon and Mr. Head worked together for seweral years and then
there was a cgnﬂn]idlt-inn of the Montgomery City School System and the
Montgomery County School system. At this time Mr, Harmen laft to assume
duties in Montevallo, Alabama and Mr. W. R, Harrison F't;auam our Superintendent.,
Latir Dr, Damnnelly.

Under Dr. Dannelly's administration, he has ably extended our school
tem from flve to elght months, We have been.given four teachers by the
eounty. We started with seven gradss, which we still have,

‘3-
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-Miss Lillian Dabney, SBuperviser, worked with us for several years
giving us her best cooperation and service, We all regretted her puseing,
Yot there was nothing we could do, We have had one to succeed her, namely
Mrs. Thelma Emiley Morris whom we have lsarned to love and cherish becanse
of the interest she has in us and the children, No day is too long or shiort,
ne journey too leng or short. She is naver too busy to come if we call
her.e night too dark; the sacrifice is hers to render sarvica, We feel
proud of her,

DESCRIPTION OF SCHOOL BUILDING & GROUNDS

Of the fiftesn (15) acres, ten (10) are in timber and the school and
playground take up five(5) acres with the milding, Our building was originally
painted grey and remainsd until this Spring (1943) when the coler was th anged
to white. It had and still has three class rooms and folding doors betwean
two rooms so that the two rooms can be used for an assembly or chapel., It
alsc has a kitchen where the children leam some forms of cooking and the
Freparation of hot lunches on soms days., A library sguipped with valuable
bocka for children to read. Each classromm has its sgparate library to
protect its bocks individually, A very spaclous clssk-room to each room,

We have our second pump on the campus. We also hava & baskatball court,
volley ball court and bassball diamond and a pecen Erove on the grounds and
this year a large victory garden,

When we came into the naw budlding, we had a wery over-crowded situaticn
not room enough for our children, We were not able o add anymore to our
tmilding., Mr. Head our Assistant Superintendent at that time wanted te help
us the very best he could, There was a little tuilding on the Normanbridge
road (now called the Luverne Highway) that had been used by tha white child-
ren tub was not in use anymore, just standing there. Mr, Head informed
The Negro trustees that they could have the bullding if they would go md
get it, which they did and put it on the spot whers it stands teday,

=i
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Mr. Head intended for the muilding to be ;aad as 4 Kinderzarden i
which never happened. This littls building was never used, MNr. Head
told the people of the community since they had no church, they could
have this bullding to hold thedr chareh services, They were having their
church services in the school, Thsy still hal:.;l their services in this
bailding and it is called Mi. Sinla Baptist Church Mumbsr 2 or First Baptist.

The school is the Center for the Community. ALl of the activities
for the commnity is carried on here at the school,

S8ince the dedlcation of the school we have been given by the State
free textbocks for the first thres grades and some of the books for Lha
third, fourth, fifth and sixth grades, This has been very bensficial to
the ehildren and has enabled more children to have books to study and re-
maln in school There have been several teachsrs to come and to go and to
remain from one (1) to twenty=five {25) years.

In the twenty-six (26) years that I have been in the commnity and
Principal of the school, it has besen interesting to me to wateh the [rogress
of the children to see them come and go. Some have gone to other schools
and colleges., Some have gone into businesses and others in the Armed Services
of our Country., Somm are tesching school laboring as I did to lead othars
into the light. I can look over the years and think thet I have accomplishad
somsthing which we in the ocut-set set out to do when I lock at & 1ittle
mind that has developed into sm;iihing worthwhile by belng instmcted in a
building which we set as our goal twenty-zix (25) years ago for higher aims
in lifa,
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Livea of great men all remind us, We can make our lives

subline, and departing leave behind us foot prints on the sands of tims,
Signed: Jacob Wilbert Williams, FPrincipal
Fote# Hecopied from the orginal copy by Mr. Jacob Wilbert Williams
which was worn and battered. '

Slpneds
(Wrs,) Essia C. Willlams, FPPincipgl

Date: May 1961

Page 9
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FOLLOW UP FOR PHA NEWSLETTER OF APRIL 2023
By Alice Carter

LITTLE ZION ROSENWALD SCHOOL
HIGHWAY 94, MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Little Zion Church located on State Highway 94 in Montgomery County, between Ada and Ramer, Ala-
bama has a long history as an active African American congregation. The four cornerstones at the left of
the front doors reveal a brief church history. 1912 is listed as the year the original church building was
completed. Thomas Boyd, current church trustee chairman, graciously met with Gary Burton and me on
June 5, 2023. In our conversation, Boyd talked of his early education at Little Zion Rosenwald School. The
original Little Zion School held classes in the Little Zion Church prior to construction of a stand-alone, three
room school building made possible through the matching grant funds from Julius Rosenwald of Chicago.
Thomas Boyd shared that Jethro T. Provo generously provided an acre of land for the Little Zion Rosen-
wald School located on a dirt road across Highway 94 from Little Zion Church.

Boyd led Gary and me up the very rough dirt road and to the over grown site of Little Zion Rosenwald
School. The road was maintained by Montgomery County road crews during years of educating African
American children who in the early years of the school walked and then later travelled by school bus to the
Little Zion School. After this school closed around 1960 and students attended Dunbar School in Ramer
the old road to Little Zion School deteriorated. For ourJourney to the school site we drove a short distance
and completed the trip on foot to glimpse ] , _
the school site including the playground
area. | must add that Gary and | both
brought home numerous chigger bites as
mementos of Little Zion School!

FM\[/ ‘A‘ MPLETED IS

See the April 2023 PHA Newsletter to re- ; o mm“
view the historical trip to Little Zion School r BE(ip R Lr‘lﬁﬁmnw -
by Booker T. Washington, Julius Rosen-  fmemess| H. PRT ‘AUED‘
wald and other supporters of education for AT il
African American students.

Many thanks to Thomas Boyd for the tour.
He attended Little Zion School for first

grade in 1951 and finished sixth grade -
there. He then attended seventh grade thru |
twelfth grade at Dunbar at Ramer.

Little Zion Church cornerstones provide brief church
history. Photo courtesy Gary Burton
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Gary Burton and Thomas Boyd who attended
Little Zion School

Alice Carter and Thomas Boyd

Both pictures taken at the overgrown site of Little Zion
School located off Highway 94

Photos courtesy Alice Carter
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INSTALLATION OF WILLIAM BARTRAM
HISTORICAL MARKER
IN PINTLALA

PHA member Andy Dixon and his team of workers installed the William Bartram
historical marker on the side of Federal Road in Pintlala on April 19, 2023. PHA
is appreciative of their good work!

N&EA
: AM BARTRA
WiLLIAM B
War- o

ry

WILLIAM BARTRAM

Installation in progress by Installation Team, L to R: Felix Reyes, Andy Dixon,
L to R: Felix Reyes, Andy Dixon and Wesley Williams Felix Hernandez and Wesley Williams

Photos courtesy Gary Burton
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WILLIAM BARTRAM
(1739 - 1823)

During the Revolutionary War-era, American naturalist
and artist William Bartram journeyed throuch the
Southeast studying flora, fauna, and indigenous cultures.
His trek through wilderness territory often followed
established Native American trading routes. Some of
these paths later became part of the Federal Road, with
the portion nearest Pintlala being completed in 1811
Bartram passed through what became Montgomery §
County in 1775, crossing nearby Pintlala and Pinchony Ji
creeks as he forged his way to Mobile. Published in 1791
the narrative account of his four-year exploration,
entitled Travels... became an essential resource for the [

Alice Carter and Gary Burton of the Pintlala Historical Association are pictured at the unveiling
of the new marker

Article from The Traveller

On April 23, Dr. Kathryn Braund made a presentation to the Pintlala Historical Association on William Bar-
tram’s trip through the Creek Nation in 1775. Following the presentation, the crowd traveled to the site of a

new marker, near Pintlala, Alabama, placed by the society noting Bartram’s journey along the Indian road
that was later developed into early Alabama’s historic “Federal Road.”

Published from The Traveller, A Newsletter of the Bartram Trail Conference, Spring , 2023. This organiza-
tion is headquartered in Athens, Georgia.
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From the Files

PHA Newsletter, April, 2016, pg 3
ROBERT THROWER

At the January, 2016 PHA meeting Robert Thrower presented a thought-provoking program on his family from the Wind Clan,
Poarch Band of Creek Indians. Prior to our program, several members accompanied Robert to the site of Sam Manac’s store/
tavern on the Federal Road in Pintlala. Robert and his wife Dana honored the spirit of his sixth great grandfather, Sam Manac,
with a ceremony of the Dancing Feather. Robert had never visited the place once belonging to his great grandfather times six!

The peacefulness and tranquility of the pastoral site were enhanced by the sounds of chirping birds and lowing cattle as Robert
tied a feather onto a tree branch in memory of Sam Manac. We were honored to bring Robert and Dana to his ancestral proper-

ty.

Robert Thower, January PHA Meeting, photos courtesy Charles Murrell

Information on Early Post Offices

Compiled by Laurie Sanders

PHA Newsletter, October, 1989, pg 2
BONHAM POST OFFICE

On June 26, 1882, Walter S. Stokes signed a request to establish a post office to be called Pintlala or Bonham. When acted up-
on the U.S. Post Office Department accepted the name of Bonham. Walter S. Stokes was the proposed postmaster.

Bonham Post Office, according to the request, "will be situated in the NW Qtr. of Sec. 21, T 14, R 14, in the County of Montgom-
ery, State of Alabama."

Other data on request form: Bonham will be a "Special Office", supplied by Morganville, which is a distance of five miles in a
West direction. Post office nearest, but not on route, is Snowdoun, distance by direct road, seven miles.

The proposed post office will be fifteen miles from Alabama river, on South side of it, and will be one mile from nearest creek,
Pintlala, on the west side of it. The nearest railroad is Montgomery and Mobile. The nearest flag station is a distance of five miles
- Cloverfield and Morganville on Montgomery and Mobile RR. The name of the station is Morganville. The population to be sup-
plied -1000.

The Bonham Post Office was discontinued March 26, 1883. Mail went to Morganville.
Postmaster: Walter S. Stokes; July 11, 1882 March 26, 1883.
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PHA Newsletter, December, 1989, pg 2
SNOWDOUN POST OFFICE

The records of the Snowdoun Post Office span almost a century, from February 19, 1859 to July 31, 1957. The Postmaster
Listing appears to be complete and the names of the various postmasters serving the area provide one, also, with the sur-
names of some of the families to settle in these parts.

Report to Topographer

Signed by J A Calloway, Postmaster

Dated May 22, 1878

P.O. Name, Snowdoun; Local Name, Snowdoun

Situated in: NE Corner of SW gtr of Sec 30, T 15; R 18; Montgomery County
Office 10 miles South of Alabama River

4 miles North West of Ramer Creek

Nearest P.O. on Route 17268 is Oakley, its distance 6 miles, by traveled road, in South Easterly direction. Montgomery is ten
mi1es in Northerly direction.

Post Office is distance of 6 miles from McGehee’s Railroad Station, Montgomery and Mobile Railroad.
Report to Div of Topography, US Post Office

October 11, 1913

Submitted by J B Walter

"Situated: NE qgtr of Sec 31; T 15; R 18; Montgomery Co. Al.

Nearest Creek - Catoma - P.O. is five miles on South side of creek

Tharin is 3 miles in South direction Montgomery is 10 miles in North direction

Post Office is 100 yards from Atlantic Coast Line Railroad; Station name is Snowdoun."

The names of the Postmasters and their dates of service are on file in the PHA files in the Pintlala Library.

PHA Newsletter, March, 1990, pg 12
COLQUITT POST OFFICE

In March, 1890, Alfred B, Colquitt filed application for establishment of a post office at Mr. A. B. Colquitt's Store, Montgomery
County, Alabama.

Application was mailed to A,B. Colquitt in care of Postmaster at Morganville, Alabama,

The proposed post office name requested was Pintlala. The name acted upon and accepted was Colquitt. It was to be a
"Special Office", to be supplied, from Morganville, its distance 6 miles in a West direction.

Other info from application:

It will be situated in S.W. gtr of Sec 16, TI4S, RI7W, in Montgomery County, Ala. It will be near route from Montgomery to Mo-
bile on which mail is carried seven times per week, but not directly on route which is six miles in distance.

Nearest post offices: Morganville - 6 miles in West direction

Legrand - 7 miles in So East direction

Devenport - 9 miles in South direction

Alabama River - 14 miles on east aide of proposed office

Pintlala Creek - 1\2 mile on West side of proposed office

Proposed office is "a village" and the population to be supplied in the area is 800.
Signed: Alfred B. Colquitt,

Proposed Postmaster

Certified by:
H.A. Belser, P.M. at Morganville

Dated: March 1890
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PINTLALA HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION

c/o Pintlala Public Library
255 Federal Road
Hope Hull, AL 36043
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NEXT MEETING

JuLy 16, 2023

2:30 P.M.
PINTLALA BAPTIST

CHURCH

Join the Pintlala Historical Association

Please mail completed form & dues to:

Pintlala Historical Association
Ina Slade

Name

Address

City, State Zip

Phone (Home & Office)

E-Mail Address

Areas of Interest

If you are interested in genealogy, please indicate family surnames

$15.00 Annual Dues



