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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

Cctober--My grandmother McLaney always said this was her favorite
month of the year. As a young curious boy I had to ask her

WHY. She had the perfect answer, that her two favorite people

in the whole wide world were born in October--your dad and you.

I don't know what she told my brothers about their birthday
months.

Mamie, our maid of many years, said she hated the month because

everything would start dying and the cold of winter could not
be far away.

Two totally diffcerent perspective:d: on a monlth that [ love because

ol Lhe bLeauty of the fall follage al Lhis Lime and FOOTBALL.

There is nothing like the gathering together of your family

on a Tuesday for Pee Wee and Jr. Varsity ballgames and the Friday
Tiight contests. These are major social events at both South

Montgomery and Hooper.

For our ancestors, everything had to be harvested by now for

the onslaught of winter. Gatherings took place in communities

in thanks of a bountiful harvest or just to celebrate the end

of a productive year. Pumpkins, Halloween carnivals, hay rides,

etc. have become symbols of this beautiful fall month of

October. Go out this month to the South Montgomery Academy

"Haunted Hayride in the Forest" or the Hooper Academy "Halloween
* Carnival",

Remember these are traditions that we have been celebrating

for years in some form or fashion. Ricky McLaney

OLTOBER PROGRAM: The program for the October 15th PHA meeting
will ba a field trinm if the weather continues to cooperate!

We will meet at Pintlala Baptist Church for a short business
meeting. Our first tour stop will be at the Tankersley home
and we will then go to the McGehee Cemetery. Wear comfortable
shoes and clothes. See you on the 15th at 2:30. Alice Carter




PHA ANNUAL SUPPER A HUGE SUCCESS: Kudos to Alice Carter for
another great event. The annual supper in July was a smashing
hit, the food was delicious and the fellowship,warm. Mr. Larry
Davidson, of the Chaplain's Staff at Baptist Hospital, delighted
us with his informative talk on Joel Chandler Harris and his
rendition of the conversations of Uncle Remus with the little
boy. This was a well attended affair and we look forward to
next year's supper with great anticipation. We cannot miss

the opportunity to thank Robert (Bob) McCall for the unusual
table decorations of exotic vegetables. They added an
interesting touch to the decor plus being a conversation piece.
Appreciation is expressed to all who helped in any way to make
this a night to remember.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERG.

Paisy Brady Elliott Dr. & Mcs. Frederick Bush Mr. & Mrs., L. C. Stanfield
250 Fischer Road P. 0. Box 185 ' Rt. 1, ﬁx :ES ,
Hope Hull, AL 36043 Hope Hull, AL 36043 Hope Hull, 3604

PHA RECEIVES NEWS/JOURNAL OF NEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY:

The NEWS/JOURNAL of MT. MEIGS--MERRY--PIKE ROAD Historical
Preservation Society, Inc.,Volume 1, Number 1, dated August,
1995, has been received by PHA and is now on file in the Pintlala
Library. The Society "came into being to protect the history
of our community. On March 4, 1994, the tax exempt, non-profit
organization was incorporated." So states the first edition

of their newsletter which tells of their plans for many
activities and accomplishments. This is a very interesting
News/Journal foretelling much preservation and protection of
history of Montgomery County. PHA congratulates Mt. Meigs--
Merry--Pike Road on taking this important step.

HISTORTC HOUSE BURNS: On July 29th, the beautiful little
Victorian house owned by Marion Sankey and Uruce Gregory burned.
Amazingly, the front porch did not burn. The house, on Butler
M1ll Road, was built and occupied by Sankeys in the late 1800s
and—had been lovingly restored by Marion and Bruce. The cause
of the fire is unknown. Another landmark gone!

IN MEMORIAM: Our sympathy is extended to the family of Mrs. e
Emerald Henderson, 795 Henderson Lane, Hope Hull and to the

family of Mr. Sam Whigham, Route One, Hope Hull. Both were

members of PHA., The Whigham home, once the summer home of

Alabama governor, Thomas H. Watts, was toured by PHA.

WUERY: A recent letter from Shirley Davis Schellhase requests
information on Elijah Cumbie Anderson and his descendants.

If you have any additional information other than that printed
in our June 1990 Newsletter + Please contact Mrs. william P,
Scﬁgllhaae, 907 Norton Street, Richmond, Texas, 77469-3010.




RAMER HICH SCHOOL, CLASS OF 1936, REUNION HELD:

"A good time was had by all" is a perfect description for the
reunion of the Class of '36 of Ramer High School which was held
August 25, 1995 at the Carriage House restaurant in Montgoi.ery.
This year the class of '36 invited any students who attended
Ramer High School between the years of 1934 and 1937 to come
along for a day of fun, food and reminiscing. PHA was
represented by Robert A. McCall, Laurie Sanders and Lurline

& Charles Hall, Other former Pintlala community residents in
attendence were Dorothy McCall Smith, Willie Kate McCall Dean
and James A. "Bud" Brady. Dr. Andrew Turnipseed, who was the
Baccalaureate speaker in 1936, recalled some interesting memories
of Ramer High School and then gave the invocation. In a segment
classified as "This is Your Life", former students wrote a memory
of Ramer school days, either happy, sad or humorous. The pages
of memories were mixed up and read by someone other than the
writer. Then the group tried to guess whose memory it was or
to whom the incident had happened. Many nostalgic and some
historic events were disclosed and the' memories filled the room.
This was a very enjoyable day and the classmates parted with
great anticipation for the next reunion which is tentatively
scheduled for May 18, 199%%. Submitted by Charles Hall

NEWSLETTER EDITOR PUBLISHES MEMOIRS: Many of you probably do
not know that Lurline Hall is from Ocean Springs, Miss. I,

for one, thought her roots were deep in the Mt. Carmel area.

In August of this year, the Ocean Springs Record published three
articles of memoirs written by none other than Lurline, ETT

QUERY: "I am trying to locate the grave of John Haynie Ruff,
my great-great grandfather, who passed away about 1870-80.

I have reason to suspect thaf he is buried in Lowndes County
but that may be in error. His direct descendants (son and
grandsons) are buried at Rocky Mount, at Highland Home, but
-he is not. His son lived in Lapine, but in 1870, John Haynie
Ruff gave his address as Rutledge Post Office. I am informed
that since Rutledge was the only post office in that area, this
information is of no value in geographically placing him.
Perhaps some of your members have knowledge of this or have
happened upon his grave in their research." If you can help
Captain Ruff, please contact: Captain John C. Ruff, USN(Ret),
6532 Cibola Road, San Diego, California, 92120.

NEW GENEALOGIST: Congratulations to Carolyn Snow who recently
became a Director of Masterpiece Marketing, an organization
that teaches realtors how to market themselves. Carolyn has
been a director for Montgomery Area Association of Realtors

for three years. Also, recently she was surprised to discover
hat her great grandfather was born in Montgomery County. This
has orompted a visit to the Archives building in Montgomery

and may be the beginning of a second career--in genealogy.

Good luck with your search, Carolyn, and keep us informed.




NOMINATING COMMITTEE AT WORK: The nominating committee is
busy at work finding replacements for outgoing officers. The
slate of potential officers will be voted on at the October
meeting and those elected will take office in January of 1996.
This business is always of importance so come and vote.

LIBRARY GROUNDBREAKING: On Sunday afternoon, September 10,
1995, the groundbreaking was held for a new library building

in Pintlala. The modern building was initially the idea of

PHA member, Buena Mae Duncan Sellers of Fleta Community. Mrs.
Sellers provided in her will for the nucleus of a library
building fund. Dignitaries, library employees and friends
gathered for this much anticipated event. Now, thanks to Buena
Mae, we will have a permanent library in Southwest Montgomery
County. Pintlala Baptist Church hosted a reception afterward.

VISITORS TO PHA FILES: We have had a number of out-of-town
visitors to the library this summer who came to do research
in PHA files. A letter dated 13 August 1995, from Captain John
C. Ruff, USN (ret) of San Diego, Calif, tells of his visit this
past June and expresses his thanks for information he found
in PHA files concerning the Guy family. To show his
appreciation, he has sent us copies of the history of the
community of Hickory Grove/Devenport and the Moncrief and Powell
families written by Mr. Charles Powell, a native of Devenport
and resident of New Orleans until his death.

Some ladies from Mt. Meigs--Merry--Pike Road Historical
Preservation Socliety also visited last month and were gratified
to find some information which was very helpful to them,

MORE ABOUT AUTOGRAPH ALBUMS: At the April meeting of PHA, Marion
Gregory brought for display, a very old autograph album filled
with kind remembrances written to a Miss Eliza Smith in the
early 1880s. Eliza's friends gave addresses at Catoma, LeGrand,
Pugh and Montgomery, Alabama, and Stockholm, Sweden. The
Spencerian penmanship is so lovely and the thoughts of her
friends are so eloquent, warm and full of loving wishes that
it gives us an insight into the kind of person she must have
been. Laurie Sanders was gracious enough to take this fragile
and beautiful book and copy it for PHA and we thank her and
Marion for their thoughtfulness which enabled us to share it
with you,

You will be reading some of the good wishes and compliments
directed to "Bill" Hawthorne in a future issue. Have you dug
out your autograph book yet to share with us?

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN TO THE BEST OF US: Yes, they do and many of

us were shocked to learn of the accident which happened last
month to Ethel Tankersley Todd, Newsletter Editor. However,

like an India rubber ball, she has bounced back taking her broken
bone in stride. She did not STOP, only paused. We wish her

well and, with her determination, we predict she will mend 'way
ahead of schedule. _
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